Fidelity Checklist
Clapping Syllables

The strategy, Clapping Syllables, teaches students how to approach unknown and seemingly challenging words. When students come across difficult words during reading, comprehension of the text often suffers, as emphasis is placed on an attempt to decode the problematic words. By teaching students this chunking strategy, they will learn how to separate words into decodable parts, thereby aiding them in both fluency and comprehension (Diliberto et al., 2009). 

When learning to read and decode, students often begin by segmenting words into their individual phonemes. As students enter higher grades, words increase in their complexity and phoneme segmentation becomes a less effective decoding strategy. Deconstruction of words into their correct number of syllables is a good way to advance students from phoneme segmentation. It is necessary, however, that students master the ability to manipulate the individual phonemes in a given word, before moving to syllables (Bhattacharya, 2020). Instruction should begin with direct and explicit teaching followed by modeling before moving forward to guided practice. When students are ready, they should practice Clapping Syllables independently without the assistance of a teacher. 

Students can practice breaking a word apart into syllables in a variety of ways and through various activities. Clapping, tapping, or jumping are all effective ways in which students can engage in kinesthetic syllable segmentation activities. Use of picture cards and clips, or other similar activities, may also be paired with kinesthetic measures as described here. Guided practice during which students participate in unison with either the teacher and/or peers is extremely beneficial to the development of syllabic awareness (Bhattacharya, 2020). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Science of Reading connection: There are five major components of reading that when sufficiently taught and developed produce a skilled, fluent reader. Phonemic awareness is one of the five components necessary to prepare students for fluency and comprehension success. Instruction must be explicit in order to benefit students. The Clapping Syllables strategy allows students to understand that phonemes combine to form syllables. As phonemic and syllabic manipulation skills build off of each other, students will become better and faster decoders. This developing skill will aid them in the additional four components of reading, primarily fluency and comprehension (Scarborough, 2018). Eventually, students will not have to physically clap out the syllables of unknown words while reading a text. However, they will retain the skills and abilities necessary to mentally segment the word as they decode and continue reading. 

Date:                                                                                   Activity/Class:
	CLAPPING SYLLABLES
	YES
	NO
	COMMENTS

	1. Prepare students for activities by engaging background knowledge through phoneme segmentation practice. 
	
	
	

	2. Introduce syllables and explain what they are using examples. Explain what they are not by comparing syllables to phonemes. 
	
	
	

	3. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Engage in direct modeling as well as guided practice. Demonstrate how to segment words into syllables by clapping out the syllables and/or by tapping out the syllables. 
	
	
	

	4. Allow students to practice clapping out syllables multiple times with peers to solidify understanding. Check for misconceptions. 				
	
	
	

	5. Direct students in independent practice of clapping out syllables through the use of picture cards and/or worksheets. 
	
	
	

	

	Total steps completed accurately:
	

	Percentage of steps completed accurately:
	



Additional notes or comments:





















