
Fidelity Checklist
Drawing a Phonetic Alphabet


As children learn that words can be divided into smaller segments of sound, known as phonemic awareness, they can begin to hear, identify, and manipulate individual sounds when prompted (Carruth & Bustos, 2019). Students can identify these sounds verbally, or through the accompanied use of other engaging strategies. Kinesthetic and visual learning strategies have been found to be highly effective for all areas of literacy development (Rule, et al., 2006; Vacca, et al., 2014). One kinesthetic and visual learning strategy that can be used specifically to support phonemic awareness is the drawing of a phonetic alphabet (Homer, 2022). Learning the names of the letters within the alphabet is an important first step toward learning the sounds that are associated with letters (Bear et al., 2020). There are many different strategies that help children to focus on letter-sound knowledge, also known as the alphabetic principle. The use of alphabet books is a specific strategy that can integrate both the learning of phonemic awareness and learning of letter-sound relationships (Bear et al., 2020). The use of alphabet books can also scaffold children’s literacy development in beginning to identify letters in print (Warner & Weiss, 2005).

Science of Reading connection: Learning how to speak and understand the meanings of words is a natural process for the brain, but the brain must be taught how to read through breaking down words into parts and associating these individual phonemes with visual symbols (letters). Within the child’s mind, a connection must be made between the vision systems and the language systems in the brain (Stoller, 2022). Pre-service and in-service teachers need to learn evidence-based strategies that can help support the development of these connections within students’ minds so they can become successful readers. The strategy of drawing a phonetic alphabet can aid in the formation of this connection (Homer, 2022). When students are given a phonemic sound and are prompted to draw a picture containing that sound (such as an image of an animal), while identifying the letter associated with the sound, they are forming this connection. The supplemental use of an alphabet book can also solidify this connection through providing another example of the letter-sound connection (Warner & Weiss, 2005).

Date:                                                                                   Activity/Class:

	DRAWING A PHONETIC ALPHABET 
	YES
	NO
	COMMENTS

	1. Prepare student(s) for activity by activating prior knowledge and raising questions about their knowledge of phonemic sounds. Give each student drawing materials.
	
	
	

	2. Explain to student(s) that you will present to them a sound and they are to draw a picture of something that begins with the sound (e.g., [æ] for “apple” or [m] for “monkey”). 
	
	
	

	3. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Model an example for student(s). Choose a sound or ask the student(s) to give you a sound. Draw an image of something that begins with the chosen sound. 
	
	
	

	4. Present a new sound to students. On separate whiteboards or pieces of paper, draw an image of something that begins with the sound together with your student(s).				
	
	
	

	5. Time permitting, have student(s) draw 5-10 previously chosen sounds. Their drawings are considered “accurate” if their image represents something whose name begins with the phonemic sound presented to them. An alphabet book may be used to scaffold student(s) learning and to provide further examples.  
	
	
	

	

	Total steps completed accurately:
	

	Percentage of steps completed accurately:
	



Additional notes or comments:























