Fidelity Checklist
Intervention for Sound/Symbol Association and Phonetic Coding

Sound and symbol association as well as phonetic coding are an important part of instruction for students and their learning. The sound/symbol association is the connection between letter names and the sounds made by them. Letter knowledge is considered an important cognitive foundation for learning to read. Acquiring letter knowledge depends on the ability to learn and retrieve sound-symbol pairings (Henning Ehm, 2018). An essential part of the process for beginners who are learning to read is to learn the alphabetic system. This includes learning letter-sound correspondences and spelling patterns and learning how to apply this knowledge in their reading (Sitthitikul, 2014). Learning to read is dependent on phonological representations and a unique crossmodal associative learning process of mapping orthographic and phonological units. The process of mapping is critical for learning letter-sound correspondences at the level of single letters, letter groups, and whole words when acquiring a word recognition system (Henning Ehm, 2018).

Reviews of literature have indicated that the presence of phonological awareness is a hallmark characteristic of good readers while its absence is a consistent characteristic of poor readers. Therefore, difficulties with awareness, coding, and retrieval of verbal sounds have powerful and long-reaching effects in reading. However, the most encouraging lines of research give strong evidence that significant gains in phonological awareness can be achieved with teaching and that the gains in phonological awareness directly affect the ease of reading acquisition and subsequent reading achievement (Sitthitikul, 2014). 

Through use of multisensory strategies, particularly for learning science vocabulary, students achieved a deeper and enhanced understanding of vocabulary development when they were guided through inquiry-based, multisensory explorations that repeatedly exposed them to words and definitions in context (Husty & Jackson, 2008). This is a terrific example of how sensory activities/items can help a student learn and gain sound/symbol association through the multisensory explorations that are exposed to the students during the sound/symbol association strategy. Incorporating this strategy allows children to make connections between what they hear, what they say, and what they spell. Incorporating such a strategy allows students to observe a word and process the connections they make between a word and sound, while also spelling the word. Understanding sound-symbol relationships is a vital step in becoming independent readers and writers.

Science of Reading connection: Science of Reading is a body of knowledge that can help teachers understand how to help students learn to read, help teachers understand what is happening when children struggle with reading, and help teachers implement evidence-based literacy instruction. The connection that this strategy has with the Science of Reading is through how it is related to Scarbough’s Reading Rope. The Reading Rope is a tool that consists of lower and upper strands. It is divided up into two parts, focusing on Language Comprehension and Word Recognition (Scarborough, 2001). This tool is for teachers to use to help them identify where struggling readers may need more help, and it is great for teachers to share with parents for them to understand why their child may be struggling or why teachers use a variety of methods within the classroom.
Date:                                                                                                Activity/Class:
	Sound/Symbol Association and Phonetic Coding
	YES
	NO
	COMMENTS

	1. Present bag of letter tiles to student based on the word list (e.g., big, bog, bag).
	
	
	

	2. Teacher says word to student sounding out by sound of each letter (e.g., /b/i/g/).
	
	
	

	3. Have student repeat word aloud that the teacher sounded out previously.
	
	
	

	4. Student reaches in bag and pulls out one letter tile (e.g., beginning sound/middle sound/end sound).
	
	
	

	5. Student then places letter tile he/she pulled out on whiteboard based on position in word.
	
	
	

	6. Students repeat steps 4 and 5 until word is correctly spelled.
	
	
	

	7. After building (the word) student will read aloud completed word. Repeat each step until the three words are spelled.
	
	
	



	Total steps completed accurately:
	

	Percentage of steps completed accurately:
	



Additional notes or comments:
