Fidelity Checklist  
Searching for Short Words inside Bigger Words  
  
Searching for shorter words inside bigger words is a strategy that allows children to break down sight words easily and in a less intimidating manner. Students sometimes memorize words by sight rather than developing decoding skills. This strategy involves word study, which provides students with opportunities to investigate and understand the patterns in words (Leipzig, 2000). 

When students have knowledge of these patterns they will have more confidence in their spelling and reading abilities. Word study is designed to build word knowledge that can be applied to both reading and spelling (Henderson, 1981; Zutell, 1994). Using this strategy is similar to reading instruction because it develops students’ abilities in phonics, word recognition, and vocabulary (Baker et al., 2000). 

When students understand that smaller words can be discovered within bigger words it encourages them to search for patterns that will make word recognition more apparent. Students are being introduced to approximately 2,000 to 3,000 new words learned each year (Biemeller, 2003). They will tend to use memorizing strategies, which allows them to guess at more words either by looking at the initial letter or whole word configuration (Fitzer & Hale, 2015). 

Memorizing strategies will not help a child be successful throughout their lifetime as they learn new vocabulary. However, students who understand how to decode well will become more skilled with sight recognition which can greatly benefit the students. This simply means that they learn irregular sight words more readily than those who decode with difficulty (Gough & Walsh, 1991). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This strategy encourages students to look at all letters within a word which then anchors the words in the students’ memory. Searching for short words inside bigger words can activate a student’s prior knowledge in order to build upon what he or she already knows and helps them gain new information (Ferlazzo & Sypnieski, 2018). Therefore, this strategy allows students to use words they are already familiar with when processing or decoding the  new word that is presented. For example, when presented with the word mother, students are most likely familiar with the words, the and other, which can be found within the word.  
Science of Reading connection: The connection that this strategy has with the Science of Reading is related to  Scarborough’s Reading Rope. The Reading Rope is a tool built for parents and educators to use in guiding  students to becoming skilled readers (Scarborough, 2001). This strategy, Searching for Shorter Words Inside Bigger Words, is  connected to the rope under the word recognition section. It promotes the use of sight recognition and decoding  as it references the use of familiar words and promotes students to break a word into different sections.  
Date: Activity/Class: 
	Searching for Shorter Words Inside Bigger Words 
	YES 
	NO 
	COMMENTS

	1. Have students turn to a partner or work one-on-
    one with another student. 
	
	
	

	2. Activate students’ prior knowledge with a review
    of  one syllable, common words they already 
    know. 
	
	
	

	3. Generate a list of sight words or new 
    vocabulary words that students are not familiar 
    with at the moment.
	
	
	

	4. Have students break apart the sight words so they
    can circle shorter words they find within the
    bigger ones. 
	
	
	


	5. Have students discuss their findings and share with 
     a partner. Have questions presented such as:  
What patterns did they find?  
Did this help them in reading or spelling new words?
	
	
	

	

	Total steps completed accurately:
	

	Percentage of steps completed accurately:
	



Additional notes or comments: 



















