
Fidelity Checklist
Word Recognition and Word Automaticity 

Word Recognition and Word Automaticity both have a great deal of connections. Word recognition can be defined and known as one’s mental storage, retrieval, and the use of one’s sight words. Word Automaticity is known as a student’s examples of effortless, accurate, and fast word recognition. Reading with expression is often confused as a must have with this strategy, however, that is not correct as reading with expression is not required. Students are typically accurate but slow and ineffective at recognizing words at the beginning of this process. This specific evidence-based strategy, of engaging in Word Automaticity, is highly integrated with reading comprehension. Word Automaticity is essential for independent reading. When trying to achieve Word Recognition, repetition is the key to success. Using words that are appropriate for the students’ lessons and levels of skill is important when including words in context. Word Recognition and Word Automaticity are reading-based strategies that can be modified for various grades when developing vocabulary concepts. It is recommended teachers encourage independent reading within a classroom setting. Effective Word Recognition strategies permit children to quickly and automatically translate the letters or spelling patterns of written words into speech sounds so that they can identify words and gain rapid access to their meanings (Vandervelden & Siegel, 1997). 


Since Word Recognition and Word Automaticity can be used in any grade level, there are many different ways to utilize these activities and strategies to increase reading comprehension skills. For older grades, the teacher can make Word Automaticity through Word Recognition more challenging by having the students find shorter words in bigger words, also known as the Break-It-Down strategy. For example, to begin, the student will be given a chart of words in which they will be given the opportunity to explore and define the meaning of the word. The student will next pick a word and start by writing it on the top middle of their page. As an example, a student could choose the word:  raincoat. When breaking down the word, the student will find shorter words within the long word. For example, this student can list the following words found in raincoat:  rain, in, and coat. These shorter words should be written down by the student. For younger grades, the teacher can create a worksheet with the words, frog, pig, sheep, and dog listed on the left side. On the right side is where the pictures of the animals will be provided out of order. The students are to match the animals with the correct names/printed words. Using these effective word recognition strategies allows students to quickly and automatically translate the words or letters being read into specific sounds of speech. This connection helps the students gain access to the meanings of the words while improving Word Recognition and Word Automaticity. 

Science of Reading connection: When students are knowledgeable of vocabulary, they are able to make links to other vocabulary words as is depicted by Scarborough’s Reading Rope. When referring to Word Recognition such as decoding, sight recognition, and phonological awareness, these connections of words working together is evident in the strategy of Word Automaticity. When the reader becomes more fluent in reading, automaticity and accuracy improves over time with repetition and practice. Word Recognition/Word Automaticity, as a strategy, are beneficial resources and strategies for students to use as increasing in these areas allows for the students to be set up for success in reading. Concurrently, the language comprehension strands of Scarborough’s Reading Rope (i.e., background knowledge, vocabulary, language structures, verbal reasoning, and literacy knowledge) are addressed via this strategy through reinforcing one another and then weaving together with the Word Recognition strands to produce a skilled reader (Scarborough, 2018). Again, this process is not mastered overnight, however, with practice and instruction improvement can occur.  
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